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many reasons to dislike being annexed to Piedmont. They
spoke a different language, and came of a different race. In
every way Savoy was subordinated to Piedmont, and to
become a barrister at Chambery it was necessary to take a
law degree at Turin. The feeling of sympathy with the
French Revolution manifested itself in the hatred shown by
the people towards the emigres, who nocked to Chambery;
and, for example, they would not allow the cure of Conflans to
ring the church bells in honour of the arrival of the Archbishop
of Paris. Still more serious had been the riot at Thonon, after
which several young men were condemned to death as rebels,
all of whom escaped to Paris, and laboured there to secure the
union of Savoy with France.1 The country therefore was
ready to receive the French army with enthusiasm, and the
Piedmontese troops, perceiving that the feeling of the Savoy-
ards was against them, withdrew across the frontier, and
established themselves in the mountains.

Montesquiou entered Chambery on September 25, and
called a provincial assembly, which begged for union with
France, and at their request four deputies of the Convention,
Gregoire, Simond, Jagot, and H&ault de Sechelles, were sent
to Chambery to organize the new department of Mont-Blanc,
as the eighty-fourth department of France. Montesquiou was
next invited by the partisans of the revolutionary ideas to
enter Switzerland. The German cantons were all governed
on aristocratic principles, but Montesquiou feared to accept
the invitation of the men who opposed cantonal government.
Still more pressing was the invitation he received from the
revolutionary party in Geneva. Tlie important part which
many Genevese exiles, notably Clavi&rc, had played during
the French Revolution shows how close was the sympathy
between the revolutionary parties in France and in Geneva.
But here, again, Montesquiou was afraid to accept the invita-
tion, as it might involve France in yet another war. He there-
fore made a truce with the Eepublic of Geneva on October 23,
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